
Rotary President’s Report
I can’t believe that half the year has flown by! I am truly 

honored to serve as the President of the Rotary Club of Evansville! 
I have enjoyed each and every second of it and look forward to the 
next half. This has truly been a historic year in Rotary as we are led 
by the first woman Rotary International (RI) President Jennifer Jones 
who calls us to “Imagine Rotary.” 

President-Elect Philip Hooper has been doing a great job 
imagining programs that mix out of the box thinking with our 
traditional powerhouse business leader focused programs. It was 
a great honor to be able to present a role-model of mine, Lt. 
Governor Suzanne Crouch, with a Paul Harris Fellow award on 
behalf of the Rotary Club of Evansville during the State of the State 
event. 

Rotary has so many moving parts that there is something for everyone to find their niche. Of 
course, the Rotary Santa Run is all hands-on deck; We’ve had a record number of schools and 
1st grade classrooms this year participate in our Reading Rotarians; You could feel the excitement 
walking into the evening 20 Under 40 awards reception recognizing young leaders in our community. We were able to send 4 students 
to Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA) in October, including two from our Interact club at Signature School. We showed our support 
to our Rotaract Club by sponsoring a table and having board representation at their annual Fiesta Night that benefitted EVSC Hangars. 
The finance, foundation, and investments committees have been actively working on navigating inflation and investing in a volatile stock 
market. The Educator grant application process is finishing up and the Santa Run grant application is beginning. 

We’re having a steady stream of new members coming in. We are getting 
them involved right away as greeters and invokers and helping them decide which 
committees they are interested to serve on. We’ve had several visiting Rotarians 
bringing us their club flags. The Rotary social networks have been busy thanks to Adam 
Trinkel, our social media chair. Keep your eyes open in some new areas, such as gaining 
a Rotary Peace endorsement; a new Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion committee; and 
sponsorship of a new Interact Club. If any of these projects excite you please let me 
know and I’ll connect you to their amazing committee chairs. 

I joined Rotary because it’s a global organization and I wanted to expand my 
international network. This year, we rekindled relationships with our sister city’s Rotary 
Club in Tizimin, Mexico for a very successful computer project and we expanded the 

International Cultural Exchange and Mentoring Program to serving more Universities. 
We also were given a first-hand look at the war in Ukraine, how it’s affecting Europe’s 

economy, their fuel sources, and, of course, the citizens of Ukraine. Continuing the world connections, I had the honor to attend the Zones 
30 & 31 Rotary Emerging Leaders Conference in Chattanooga with some amazing leaders from our District 6580. 

I reconnected with some club presidents from my PETs training. as well as so many Rotary International leaders, including RI President-
Elect Gordon McInally from Scotland; Past RI Presidents Holger Knaak from Germany; 
Mark Maloney; and John Germ along with several RI Directors. I was truly blessed to 
be able to have in-person, one-on-one conversations with each of these senior Rotary 
Leaders. It was really great to speak with RI President-Elect Gordon McInally, as one of 
his focuses will be on mental health. While the International Convention was too large 
to schedule time with him, we did collaborate virtually last year on the “Don’t Bottle it 
Up Campaign” hosted by Rotary Great Britain/Ireland. 

I attended my first Rotary International Cocktail Group meeting in November. 
I was invited by the Swedish and Italian Rotarians I met through the international 
conventions. It’s a “cocktail” of Rotarians from many countries and I was honored to be 
only the 2nd USA representative. I look forward to bringing more global connections to 
our club in the future.

President Kari with Rotary International  
President Elect Gordon McInally.

Kari Akin
2022-2023 President

President Kari hosts international students.
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Rotary Speaker Highlights
Philip R Hooper, President Elect

As President Elect, it is my honor to oversee the speaker selection for our Rotary Club. 
Our club is the preeminent civic organization of our city; it is our Rotary honor to host 
such luncheons as the Mayor’s State of the City, Lieutenant Governor Suzanne Crouch, 
and our community’s celebration of leadership through the Rotary 20 Under 40 Awards. 

I love a good entrepreneurial story. The dedication, persistence, and grind it takes 
to succeed in business provides lessons for us all, whether we’re on the right or left of 
the political aisle, or whether we are in the private sector, the non-profit community, or 
working with governmental organizations.

From hearing about how two brothers repositioned their professional lives from Wall 
Street to Evansville’s Main Street to open a local bookstore, to hearing about Kaiser 
Aluminum making enough rolled aluminum to make 75,000 cans a minute – with the 
giant rolls of pressed aluminum that would unroll from Alcoa to Green River Road – the 
presentations are an important part of our club’s mission at the local level. We learn about 
our community, we are inspired by others’ stories, and we are driven to be better versions 
of ourselves and of our businesses.

Our club is also regional in 
scope: the joint Henderson meeting 
is always a highlight, and this year, 
through connections with Gene Warren and from the Henderson club, we 
were able to learn more about the Ellis Park acquisition by Churchill Downs, 
a generationally significant investment in our region’s historic horse track.

When it comes down to it, you can’t beat a story like John Bassemier’s. 
Having him speak at our club for the first time will certainly go down as a 
top 5 presentation for my year. His admonitions are valuable – Never stop 
promoting, never doing anything halfway, and having a good time doing 
it. Now, if Santa could just bring him the motorized parachute he’s always 
wanted, all would be right with the world.

Indiana Lieutenant Governor Suzanne Crouch receives  
Paul Harris Fellow Award.

Phil and John Bassemier pose with  
the Big Green Egg.

Reading Rotarians Impact First Graders
Taylor Gogel, Chairman

In over 90 Vanderburgh County first grade classrooms throughout EVSC, 
private and parochial schools, Berger Wealth Services Reading Rotarians 
read to approximately 1,700 students during the annual program’s run from 
November 14 to November 22. The program was generously underwritten by 

Jeffrey Berger.
The book selected is 

Nobody Hugs a Cactus, 
by Carter Goodrich, 
which communicates to 
students the importance 
of friendship and being 
kind to one another.

Students enjoy the fun and engaging read, but Rotary’s visit to each of 
these schools also makes a better connection to the mission of service above 
self. Reading Rotarians are shining examples of how to engage with others, 
teach meaningful life lessons, be a role model, and improve our community. 
It all can start with just sharing a book and hearty laugh. A copy of the book 
was left with each classroom for the students to enjoy throughout the year.

Amber Embry read to a first grade class at Scott School.

Cullen Stanley read to students at Stockwell School. 
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I recently read an article that says people do not write enough – not the mundane and daily emails and texts, but writing that 
has meaning. I guess the same could be said for reading. However, it made me realize I rarely express my day in some written form. 
So, this is my attempt to encourage each of you, as Rotarians, to also think about your day and write down a message of meaning. 
Please join me in an attitude of reflection about life and living. – Taylor Gogel, Reading Rotarians Chairman

Rotary 20 Under 40 Recognizes Young 
Leaders
Dan Arens, Chairman

More than 300 people attended the 20 Under 40 program at Bally’s of 
Evansville on Tuesday evening, September 27, 2022. Mayor Lloyd Winnecke 
provided a wonderful keynote address on leadership. The 20 honorees were 
introduced by Club Treasurer Pete Hillenbrand, the Master of Ceremonies. 
As he read their biographies, they crossed the stage and were greeted by 
Mayor Winnecke and Rotary Club President Kari Akin. Kari then presented the 
honorees with some mementos to remember the evening.

The community exposure for the Club was outstanding. The on-line edition 
of the Courier and Press trended the announcement of the recipients as the 
number 1, number 8, and number 15 most often read article over a 5-day 

period when the honorees were 
announced. In addition, almost 
30,000 people read about the 
recipients via Instagram, Linked-
In, and Facebook.

These young professionals 
are now a part of Club and 
community history. Their names 
and pictures are memorialized on 
the Rotary Club website (www.
EvansvilleRotary.com). Many fantastic memories were made that night. It was truly an 
honor for the Rotary Club of Evansville to sponsor and continue supporting the community 
in this way.

In retrospect, the Evansville Rotary Club has been developing and promoting the 
community and the Club along the lines of the ancient saying “If you want prosperity for 
a year, grow wheat. If you want prosperity for 10 years, grow trees. If you want prosperity 
for 100 years, grow people.” It appears the Evansville Club is on track to grow the 
community and their people for centuries to come. The upside potential for the Club is to 
increase Rotary awareness and increasing membership by recognizing these leaders.

September 2022

PO Box 1131 • Evansville, IN 47706
Phone: (812) 962-4687

Email: info@evansvillerotary.com
www.evansvillerotary.com

JOIN THE LEADERS OF TODAY

My candle may burn from both ends 
But my hope for each day shall not bend

Within all the fury and the noise 
We can still find a purpose and endless joys

In the morning once the feet hit the floor 
You have a great big wonderful world to 
   explore

But, longing for travel your soul may cry 
I bet holding a dear one instead is a better try

We always desire to see more and more 
I guarantee the best sight is from your  
   front door

The day before you is not a dazzling place 
It is your greatest treasure you must not  
   make haste 

In a few minutes of peace and still 
There will be more than your simple last will

Look beyond what meets our small ordinary  
   eye 
Adore the precious moments you have  
   before you die

Even though others may turn and grow  
   and leave 
Never let one pass you by and wrongly greave

Your story is still pretty and young and new 
Let it fulfill your spirit and feel renew

The riches we own are not money of size 
But by the way we show love, the greatest  
   prize

Don’t chase the dream that seems unreal 
Otherwise you might lose a bigger and  
   better deal

Each day is special and should make us smile 
You owe yourself happiness and that’s the 
best style 

Remember to speak softly and say your  
   prayers 
A little one is watching, one who truly cares  
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The 9th Annual Rotary Santa Run
Cathy Renner, Chairman

The National Guard’s howitzer saluted the start of the ninth annual Rotary Santa Run on December 
3, 2022. Hundreds of residents, from the Tri State and beyond, participated in our family fun holiday 
activity. Santa Claus, the Mounted Police, the Boom Squad and hundreds of Santa’s 
brought exciting entertainment, and enjoyment for hundreds.

New this year was the Elf Race. Children in three different age categories 
participated in a short run… each receiving a medal. Children 1 to 3yrs of age ran 
a 25-meter course; children 4 to 6 ran a 50-meter course and children 7 to 9 ran a 
75-meter course, all prior to the 5K event. 

Since its creation in 2014, the Rotary Santa Run has generated over $185,000.00 
to give back to non-profit organizations in our community! This is our club’s only 
fundraiser. WNIN, our Tri State Public Media Company, is the 2022 recipient of $25,000 
for their project to share with children the “Ideals of Service Above Self.” 

So already, planning for the 2023 Santa Run and the related grant award funded 
by the Santa Run are underway. A Grant Application from the Rotary Foundation 
of Evansville will be posted in early February 2023. The primary objective of the grant is to fund a capital project or program to 
benefit and strengthen our community, our children and/or our environment. Naming opportunity and involvement by Rotarians is 
highly encouraged. Watch for application details in early February 2023. 

 Predictably, all 200+ trees did not make it through the hot, dry 
2018 summer that followed… but dozens did make it. As the months 
and years pass, Rotarians, Scouts and our community are witnessing 
the development of a beautiful and functional arboretum… producing 
oxygen, using carbon dioxide, improving public health and slowing 
global warming by storing carbon. 

In the words of RI President Riseley “….Environmental 
sustainability…is, and must be, everyone’s concern.” “The greater 
result will be a Rotary that recognizes our responsibility not only to 
the people on our planet, but to the planet itself”. 

How are our trees doing at Eykamp Scout Center?
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Tizimin Mexico Computer 
Project Reaches Goal
Jeffrey Berger and John Whinrey, Co-Chairs 

Through the generosity of 55 wonderful donors, 
we raised $15,100, to be matched dollar for dollar 
with funds from the Rotary Foundation of Evansville. 
In addition, the City of Tizimin will also contribute 
$30,000 to buy 300 more computers for a total of 
600 Chromebooks for children in the small villages 
of Tizimin who have little to no access to computers. 
It is the latest in a series of projects our Rotary Club 
of Evansville has undertaken over the past 10 years 
in Tiziman, a municipality located in the Mexican state of 
Yucatán.

Congratulations to our club for making such a special 
commitment to our international projects. We are working 
to receive the funds from Tizimin and then we can begin the 
process of sending 600 computers to Tizimin, Mexico.  We 
promise to keep everyone up to speed on our progress.  

Again, THANK YOU for the bottom of our hearts for 
your support. 

World Polio Day Celebrated on October 24th

Rotary has been the flagship for eradicating Polio for more than 35 years! If all efforts 
stopped today, within a decade, polio could paralyze over 200,000 children annually. 
Although there is no cure, there’s an effective vaccine. It only costs $3 to fully protect a 
child against polio. In 2017, 430 million children were vaccinated in 39 countries. Rotary 
members have donated more than $2.1 billion and countless volunteer hours to protect 
nearly 3 billion children in 122 countries. Governments have contributed more than $10 
billion through Rotary’s advocacy efforts. 

The Presidents of the three Rotary Clubs of Evansville were asked to come together on 
WEHT to promote their World Polio Day events and to promote polio awareness. Chaze 
Patrick, president of the Morning Club, presented his club’s fundraiser called “Pitch for 

Polio.” For $5 one can 
purchase a pudding 
pie and throw it at a local celebrity’s face at Bubba’s 33. 
Bubba’s 33 also provided a 10 % giveback. Chris Olivia, 
president of the Evansville at Night Club, presented his 
purple pinky cocktails at their regularly scheduled 
meeting. And our own president, Kari Akin, 
described the Donut Bank End Polio cookies, 
“pass the hat,” and the “Man in the Iron 
Lung, Last Survivor” YouTube video. 
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A Season for Giving
Steve Keck, Rotary Foundation of Evansville, Inc. Investment Chairman

Our Rotary Foundations offer special opportunities for giving this holiday season to valued causes close to home and around 
the world. Having the power to improve other peoples’ lives is a privilege that some believe creates an obligation. By donating to a 
charitable foundation, you feel better about yourself because it reinforces your personal values.

Rotary Club of Evansville, formed in 1990, is the local point of our club’s community service activities. Gift to our club’s 
foundation will continue to benefit our community for years into the future. The foundation funds ongoing programs like our 

Classroom Enrichment Program, the clubs own Tizimin, Mexico partnership projects, and a variety of special 
annual projects.

Our Rotary International Foundation is operated by our international Rotary organization, the distinction 
primarily has to do with geographic reach. The Rotary International Foundation addresses needs around the globe 
with a focus on the improvement of health, the support of education, and the alleviation of poverty as set forth in 
its mission statement. Rotary’s international polio eradication program, water projects and other health initiatives 
are supported by the Rotary International Foundation. Rotary International Foundation donors of $1000 or more 

through a single gift or a lifetime of giving are recognized as Paul Harris Fellows. 
How you might direct your Rotary giving is your choice – The Rotary Foundation of Evansville or the Rotary International 
Foundation. Donations may be directed through 
the club or internationally through online giving. 
Thank you for your consideration as the calendar 
year-end approaches.

International Student Cultural Exchange and Mentoring Program
Twenty-one international students representing eight different counties have been paired with Rotarians for cultural exchange 

and mentoring this school year. Eighteen USI students and three UE students are participating.
Rotary mentors are reporting a variety of fun and rewarding mentor/mentee activities including visits to Rotary luncheons, job 

shadowing, introductions to community and professional leaders, sharing dinners out or at the homes of mentors, Thanksgiving 
gatherings and back yard chats. Several mentees participated in the Santa Run. Sometimes mentors invite their mentees to ask 
other international friends to join in the activities.

Rotarian mentors and their mentees are encouraged to meet together at least once each month throughout the school year 
and to develop goals and plans for the relationship together.

Doug and Pam Greenfield host 
Thanksgiving Dinner with an 

international flair.

Crystal Wilderman and her Cambodian mentee, 
Reaksa,  enjoy a backyard chat.

Aqsa Noor, a civil engineering student, 
met with civil engineers and job 
shadowed her mentor Kari Akin at 
the Civic Center before presenting the 
mayor with the Pakistani flag.

Mentor Bill Bohlen catches a selfie  
with mentee Maria De Los Angeles Lopez Arrocha 

of Panama.
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Robert Henson 
“Rob”

Director
Ascension St. Vincent

Carrie Blackham
Executive Director

The Arc of Evansville 

Heather Hertel
President/CEO
Southwestern 

Healthcare, Inc.

Sami Etienne
Director of 
Marketing

Heritage Federal 
Credit Union

Jerry Rairdon
Director of 

Development
Wesselman Woods

Courtney Schmitt
Vice President 

Marketing Manager
First Federal Savings 

Bank

Krista Wedding
Executive Director
St. Vincent Early 
Learning Center

Abigail Werling
Vice President 
of University 

Advancement
University of 

Evansville

Jake Hicks
Community Service 

Representative
RiverPointe Health

Ashlynn Johnson
Professional 

Relationship Banker
Heritage Federal 

Credit Union

Kyle Kempf
Commercial Loan 

Officer
Indiana Members 

Credit Union

Molly O’Daniel 
Krohn

President
Lancaster Insurance 

Agency

Celia Shoulders
Executive Director 

of Resource 
Development

Ivy Tech Foundation

Christian Mocek
President

Reitz Memorial High 
School

Vernon Lutz
Chief Information 

Officer
City of Evansville

Ryan Bixler-Rigg
Development 

Associate
Evansville Day School

Welcome New Members
On behalf of all the members and the board of directors, we would like to 

extend our warmest welcome to our newest members. We are delighted to 
have you and look forward to your creativity, enthusiasm and ideas.

JOIN LEADERS, 
EXCHANGE IDEAS,  

TAKE ACTION. 
BECOME A ROTARIAN!
Rotary’s impact starts with our members – 

people like you who see a world where people 
unite and take action to create lasting change 
– across the globe, in our communities, and 
in ourselves. Becoming a Rotary member 
connects you with a diverse group of 
professionals who share your drive to give 
back. Through regular meetings and events, 
you’ll:

• Discuss your community’s needs and 
develop creative ways to meet them 

• Connect with other leaders who are 
changing the world 

• Expand your leadership and professional 
skills 

• Catch up with good friends and meet 
new ones 

If you or someone you know is interested 
in becoming an Evansville Rotarian, talk to 
a Rotarian or learn more at evansvillerotary.
com. Click on Become a Member in the 
upper right corner of the home page for a 
membership application.

Rotaract and Interact Clubs 
If you’re between the ages of 12 and 35, 

you may be interested in joining one of our 
service clubs for young professionals and 
youth. Like Rotary clubs, Rotaract and Interact 
clubs give their members the chance to make 
friends, develop leadership skills, and create 
positive change.

Rotary’s Mission
We provide service to others, promote integrity, and advance world 

understanding, goodwill, and peace through our fellowship of 
business, professional, and community leaders. 7



Cari Charnes 
Administrative Assistant

Phone: 812.760.0344 
info@evansvillerotary.com

DUTIES OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS
The governing body of this club shall be the Board of 

Directors. The Board of Directors shall manage the business 
affairs of the Rotary Club of Evansville.

Current Officers for 2022-2023
Kari Akin, President 
Philip R. Hooper, President Elect
Ashley Vezzoso Schaefer, Vice President

Pete Hillenbrand, Treasurer
Crystal Wildeman, Secretary
Bill Bohlen, Sergeant at Arms
Rick Moore, Past President

Board of Directors    *Second of two terms

Term Expiring 6/2023
Kari Akin*
Shawn Collins
Philip R. Hooper*
Steve Keck
Ashley Vezzoso Schaefer*
Stacy Stevens
Adam Trinkel*
Jordan Whitledge

Term Expiring 6/2024
Jeffrey Berger*
Abbey Foroughi*
Mark Gerst*
Pepper Mulherin*
Andy Tharp*
Jim Spath
Andrew Alexander
Cathy Renner
Marcia Forston

Term Expiring 6/2025
Tim Black
Brian Burkett
Taylor Gogel
Pete Hillenbrand*
Arveneda McDonald
John Perkins
Kate Reibel
Crystal Wildeman*

The 2022 Rotary International Theme challenges Rotarians to imagine a 
Rotary where members act to make their dreams become reality and they 
make the most of their club experiences. Engage more with each other and 

use these connections to build partnerships that change the world.
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